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Rousay

Orkney

KW17 2PR

01856 821226

Nursery and Pre–school 

Information for Parents

We look forward to welcoming you and your child to Rousay Community School.  Don’t hesitate to drop in or phone to ask about our provision in more detail.
ROUSAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL STAFF

Mrs Kathryn Marwick

Early Years Worker

Mrs Sandra Swannie

Class Teacher P1-P3 Job Share

Mrs Alison Mainland

Class Teacher P1-P3 Job Share 

Miss Emma Moodie

Class Teacher P3-P7
Miss Emma Moodie

Acting Head Teacher  

Mr & Mrs Tipper

School Transport Tel: 821360

Mrs Julia Peace


Auxiliary/Clerical Assistant

Mrs Sally Norquoy

Janitor

Mrs Anne Kovachich

Cook

Mr Bob Trigg


Assistant Cook

OTHER USEFUL CONTACTS
Education Department

Care Commission

O.I.C.



Eastbank   

School Place


East Road 

KIRKWALL


KIRKWALL

KW15 1NY


KW15 1LX

01856 873535


01856 870535





PARENT COUNCIL

Chairperson
John Garson
Telephone: 821466
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VISION

In order to achieve, our learning community

is a happy, healthy, caring environment.  

We share talents and curiosity.  Activity, 

creativity and ambition are nurtured.  

Everyone has a sense of belonging.

VALUES

    Tolerance


    High standards


    Enthusiasm and enjoyment




    Working together





    Our independence and ability to use our initiative

    Respect and responsibility

    Listening and learning

    Developing confidence and self-esteem

AIMS

In order to enable our children to become successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors in our community, we aim to:

· Enable everyone to reach their individual potential in a safe, supportive, yet challenging environment with the highest expectations for all.

· Foster a sense of responsibility through the promotion of positive behaviour, self-discipline, self-motivation and independence.

· Take account of the views of pupils, parents and staff so that everyone is actively involved in the learning and life of the school
PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION

Government policy on pre-school education states that a high quality educational place should be made available for every child in their pre-school year whose parents wish it.  A place is defined as five half-day sessions per week.

Children are eligible for education provision in their pre-school year only if their fourth birthday falls between 1st March and 28th/29th February of the following year, with school enrolment taking place in August of that year.  If you have any queries about this, please contact the school directly.

Children will be eligible for provision for 3 year olds, in the year before their pre-school year, at the start of the term after their third birthday i.e. children born in the period from March to August will start in August; September to December will start in January and January to February will start in April. Parents should note that there is no statutory obligation to access pre-school provision.
CLASS ORGANISATION
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Along with nursery and pre-school provision for 3/4 year olds, there are two primary classes in Rousay Community School.  P1-3 taught by Mrs Swannie and Mrs Mainland and P3-7, with Miss Moodie as class teacher.  Wherever possible, children in the pre-school will be integrated in the P1-3 class
COMMUNICATION

Children are our priority in Rousay Community School.  We put their learning and development needs first and to this end, work in partnership with parents and, where necessary, other agencies to ensure children achieve to their potential.  Kathryn is available at the beginning and end of sessions to talk to parents/carers.  In addition, pupils have a Learning Story Journal detailing progress through photos and adult observations.  We encourage carers to make contributions.  This record of achievement will be taken home during P1.  If you have any concerns about any aspect of preschool provision, please contact the Early Years Worker or the Head Teacher in the first instance.

CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE
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We are very proud of the Nursery/Pre-School provision in Rousay School.  Kathryn works closely with Catherine Diamond and the Early Years Team.  We have a wide and varied curriculum, which takes account of pupils’ needs and interests, and try to use the outdoors as much as possible.  Pupils work towards the Early Level Outcomes which encompass early literacy skills, social skills, health and well being, Maths skills and Expressive Arts.

Our mission statement, and goal for everyone, is Learning for Life. We endeavour to make learning fun, and create opportunities for this through games, play and the outdoors
PRE-SCHOOL DAY

The pre-school year is the same as the school session.  Five sessions of 2.5 hours are offered per week.  You can build up gradually to 5 sessions as children become familiar with the pre-school and are able to cope for this length of time.  Parents are able to choose at the beginning of the year (and before the beginning of each term thereafter) how many sessions they wish their child to attend.

Please ensure that your children are always brought to pre-school and collected by an adult.  Please let us know if someone else is collecting your child. Please notify us of an emergency contact who could be called should you be unavailable.

PRE-SCHOOL TRANSPORT
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In instances where a family may 

be experiencing real difficulties 
            
in accessing pre-school education, 

assistance may be available 

through the Orkney Childcare Partnership.  Referral forms 

are available from the school.

SNACKS

A snack is provided daily.  50p should

be brought daily to cover the cost of 

this and any other sundry items e.g. 

baking ingredients.  Free milk is 

for all pre-school children.  Parents 

should notify the school if their child 

has any special dietary requirements.

· Although attendance at Nursery/Pre-school is not compulsory, we do keep a daily register.  If your child cannot attend, please inform the school before 9.15am.
· We encourage pupils in all areas to be independent, eg when changing, going to the toilet, making snack, tidying up.  It is a good idea to wear clothes they can manage on their own and keep a spare set at school.  We provide aprons for cooking, play and art.  
· Please make sure you bring indoor shoes if your child comes to school wearing wellies

· Please contact us at any time if you have any worries or concerns.  We aim always to deal with these promptly and seek help from other agencies where this is appropriate.  If you have an issue you cannot discuss with school staff, you should contact the Education Department (council offices, 873535), or Scottish Commission for the Regulation of Care (Care Commission 870535).
· We aim to make transitions as smooth as possible, and organise visits before term begins.

· Once a term, Kathryn organises Stay and Play  days where parents and carers are invited with younger siblings to join in with children’s Nursery/pre-school activities

· Parents have organised a Parent and Toddler Group.  For contact details, please speak to Kathryn. 
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